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Paterson agrees to pay $107,000 in excessive
force lawsuit against city cops

MARCH 19, 2014, 10:04 AM

BY BY JOE MALINCONICO

PATERSON - The city has agreed lo pay $107,000 fo settle a federul Jawsuit filed by 2 man
who alleged that Paterson police officers threw him to the ground and kicked him while
they were investigating a noise complaint at his niece's backyard birthday party in
September 2010.

[he man, Ivan Ruiz, says in his lawsuit that he

intervened and started asking questions when
the officers were arresting Lisandro Zuniga
because the the noise.
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“This is America. We have rights, including the
right to know why we arc being arrested,” Ruiz
said to the officers, according to the lawsuit.

Paterson pofice headquarters

In his response to those comments, Ruiz I B . .
alleged in his Jawsuit that the officers grabbed him by the back of the head and knocked him
to the ground, where they beat him.

Ruiz then was charged with starting a riot. In his lavsuit, Ruiz alleced that he then
overheard the officers conspire about what charges to levy ngainst him, The lawsuit said
that one suggested they say he punched an officer in the <lomach, while another <aid they
should acense him of elbowing an officer in the face.

The lawsuit names eizht different officers, but does not specify what role each one played in
the alleged incident.

In July 2011, Ruiz entered pre-trial iniervention, a probationary program, on the rioting,
charge, the lawsuit say=.

Shelly Stangler, Ruiz' lawyer, declined to discuss the case until the settlement is finalized.
City officials also declined to comment on il. As part of the settlement, the city is admitling
no wrongdoing by the police.

The City Council voted 5-2 in favor of the settlement, with Ruby Cotton and Juliv Tavares
casting the only votes against it. Councilmen William Mc¢Koy and Rigo Rodriguez wore not
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Stile: Battle-scarred Christie seems to be sticking to
his game plan

After Mahwah screening, Ramapoughs call new film
history 'a good start'

Prospects for new ice cream bar in Wayne by
summer are diminishing

Cedar Grove schools opens bidding to schoal lunch
vendor

French data show possible debris from Malaysian
jetliner

Ladies hit the town during Monlclair's first Ladies
Night Out

MacCormack encourages Monlclair teachers to
speak up

Authorities: 18 missing in Washington mudslide
N.J. looking for work

Bridgegate scandal keeps 'em in stitches as Christie
jokes keep coming

Bergen County among hardest hit in N.J. epidemic of
herain deaths

Man, 25, fatally shot outside Paterson restaurant

Bridgegate scandal keeps 'em in stitches as Christie
jokes keep coming

http://www.northjersey.com/news/paterson-agrees-to-pay-107-000-in-excessive-force-laws... 3/23/2014



